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By JEFF DOUGLAS 

MAPLEWOOD, Mo. Jul 28,

2006 (AP)— When a friend of Randi

Miller's daughter started coming around to

do laundry and sit down for family meals, it

soon became clear the teenager hid a

secret.

Like more than 100,000 U.S. high school students, the teen was 

homeless, a stressful situation that makes her less likely to 

graduate and potentially leads to social and psychological 

problems.

"It's not supposed to be like this," said Miller, who lives in this St. 

Louis suburb. "Students need to focus on school, not where their 

next meal is coming from."

The teen and a few others will be ideal candidates for a new group 

home for homeless students expected to open this school year. The 

public school district sponsoring it is possibly the first in the 

country to take on such a project.

The Maplewood-Richmond Heights district recently made a down 

payment on a $250,000 home in a quiet, working-class 

neighborhood near the high school. A church has agreed to staff it 

with pastors in training and an area hospital would provide a 

therapist.

School Superintendent Linda Henke said the idea has probably 

crossed the minds of school administrators and teachers who 

encounter homeless students every school year. But making it a 

reality, Henke said, is far more difficult.

"We've all thought, 'I wish I could just take you home with me,'" 

she said. "We're not taking over their lives. We're going to give 

them Sunday through Friday stability."
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When an anonymous businessman donated $10,000 in seed money 

for the effort, Joe's Place was born in his honor as a sort of boarding 

house for homeless students.

Brian Q. Newcomb, a pastor in Maplewood, is part of the faith 

community that has responded to the school's proposal and has 

met with other leaders recently to make the project a reality.

Critics argue that while the school district's plan is admirable, it 

steps out of bounds by mixing public schools and religion.

Newcomb said he sees the issue as utterly separate: "This is not 

about building up our church or preaching to students. This is about 

a service opportunity and responding to a real need."
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STABLE HOME: 'Mike' chats with 
houseparents Dan and Alyssa 
Reeve and their son, Carter.

STACY A. TEICHER

LINDA HENKE: She developed 
the idea of buying the house along 
with a local pastor. The district 
pays the costs. 
LINDA HENKE/COURTESY OF
MRH SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Reading, writing, and a roof overhead
A Missouri school district steps up to provide housing for four 
homeless high school boys.

By Stacy A. Teicher | Staff writer of The Christian Science
Monitor
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MAPLEWOOD, MO. - Officially, it's known as Joe's 
Place. But one of its first residents has dubbed 
the cheerful yellow house "Big Bird." It opened
recently with enough space for four homeless 
boys who attend high school in the Maplewood 
Richmond Heights (MRH) district, near St. Louis.

The result of a collaboration between school 
officials, local churches, and scores of 
volunteers, Joe's Place appears to be a
first-of-its-kind endeavor in the United States.

"The thing that makes this unique is that the 
school district actually put up the money for the 
housing," says Barbara Duffield, policy director of the National
Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth.

The small district should be applauded for taking such direct 
action to meet a need, Ms. Duffield says, but it's also important for
people to keep in mind that "the overall problem [nationwide] is 
there is not adequate attention to the needs of families and youth
on the housing and shelter front."

About 14 percent of shelter requests go unmet, according to the 
National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty in Washington.
That group also reports that 48 percent of homeless families have 
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children under 18; an additional 1 percent of the homeless
population consists of unaccompanied youths. Nearly half of 
students who are homeless are not able to attend school for the
full year.

MRH superintendent Linda Henke wasn't content to wait for the 
government to create more shelters. A few colleagues suggested
she had enough to think about with the requirements of No Child 
Left Behind without taking on this project, but "if a child is
homeless, he's behind," she says.

Out of 1,100 students here, about 30 each year are in situations 
that count as "homeless" under federal law that spells out their
educational rights. Ms. Henke's concern had been growing as she 
saw the challenges for teen boys in particular. Many places where
women seek refuge from abuse don't allow boys over a certain 
age, while men's shelters aren't nearby and can be intimidating,
she says. She knows a boy who lived in a car and another who 
rents a couch.

Joe's Place doesn't have enough room for all the teens who could 
benefit from it, but it's a start. While experts say many teens hide
their homelessness, Henke believes the community conversation 
about Joe's Place is encouraging more students to come forward
and seek help.

The idea emerged during a conversation between Henke and 
Andrew Vander Maas, pastor of Crossroads Presbyterian 
Fellowship in Maplewood. Then an anonymous businessman
offered $10,000 in seed money. "He put his money where my 
mouth was," Henke says with a sprightly laugh.

In meetings with zoning officials and neighbors, Henke and Pastor 
Vander Maas offered assurances that students with criminal
records would not live in the home. Joe's Place residents will stay 
with their own family on weekends whenever possible. And in
addition to houseparents who live with the teens, counselors will 
keep tabs on their progress.

The school board put up the money to buy the house last summer
and plans to spend about $34,000 a year on the mortgage,
insurance, and utilities. To keep four students in school each
year, it seemed a reasonable cost, Henke says; it costs at least
that much to house just one person in prison – a place where
young men are much more likely to end up if they drop out of
school.

A nonprofit organization was recently formed to manage Joe's 
Place and raise money for other operating expenses. It also 
provides a degree of separation from the school district, lest
anyone be concerned about a church- state overlap.
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"I've never lived in a house before," Mike says, 
just a few weeks into his experience with 
houseparents Dan and Alyssa Reeve and their
baby son, Carter. (Mike is a pseudonym, used 
at the request of school officials.) A sophomore 
at the nearby high school, he needs a place to
live because his mother has had trouble 
providing a stable home. She gave consent for 
him to move in this January. "I was in a place
of, like, no hope at all.... It was like a beam from 
heaven when I saw the brochure," he says.

Instead of being distracted from schoolwork by the issues his mom 
is facing, Mike is now enjoying the Reeves' guidance. "We do a
homework check just about every day, and [Dan] is a teacher, so 
if I were to ask him for help, he would give it to me," Mike says.
Maybe in exchange for changing some diapers, jokes Mr. Reeve, 
a middle school teacher in the same building where Mike attends
high school.

The appliances are still a novelty – like the washing machine,
where Mike has washed all his clothes, right down to his
shoelaces. "The stuff here just helps me live better, grow better,
do everything better. It may seem like a little thing ... but I've
never had free laundry before – that's a big thing for me," he
says.

The Joe's Place board selected the Reeves as houseparents 
after interviewing a number of couples and a single candidate. As
members of Crossroads Presbyterian, the Reeves had been 
looking for ways to be more involved in the community.

"Being a teacher, you see there are some things you can't fix in
the classroom – you have to go out of that context to be able to
meet certain needs," Mr. Reeve says. So far, they appear to have
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set up a good rhythm. Mike does at least 90 minutes of homework
every day. He cleans his own room and takes care of the dishes
after dinner. On breaks, he plays his electronic keyboard or plays
video games with Mrs. Reeve. And they're all kept busy and
entertained by the fuzzy-haired Carter.

The Reeves told Mike to treat Carter like a brother or a cousin, 
which is new to Mike because he hasn't had family experiences
with anyone but his mom. "We want to show [Mike] the respect as 
if he was our son ... and he has shown us nothing but that type of
respect back," Mr. Reeve says.

As more residents move in, they plan to break out the calendar 
every Sunday to make a master schedule for the week. But the
Reeves aren't going to be dealing with four teenage boys on their 
own. A group of board members and volunteers has been setting
up additional support, whether it's counseling or donated meals. 
The challenge is "to structure it in a way that is ... 
programmatically sound without institutionalizing the place," says
Vince Estrada, the district's director of student services.

A stable home will give the teens an opportunity to focus on 
future plans, Mr. Estrada says. "They all have dreams. The key is
... do they see a path for those dreams?"

So far, Mike says he knows good grades are the key to meeting 
future goals. He'd like to take a year off between high school and
college "to travel and eat chili," he says with a relaxed smile.

Before the district can respond to calls asking for tips about how 
to replicate the program, they're concentrating on success on a
small scale. "If for some reason a student does not succeed in 
school, that's going to be a challenge for us," acknowledges Chris
Fisher, the part-time director of the nonprofit and an assistant 
pastor at Crossroads. If the effort does pan out the way they
hope it will, they're giving thought to possibly opening a home for 
girls or other homes for boys in nearby districts.

But there's one tip that all participants can offer: collaborate. Joe's 
Place couldn't have happened without the interior decorator who
collected furnishings to fill the sunny home. Or the local churches 
that have offered to keep the house supplied with paper products
and breakfast cereal. It couldn't have happened without teachers 
who donated $6,000, and members of the public who mailed in
checks.

"What really stands out to me ... is the commitment that every 
person in a community matters," Vander Maas says. "So often we
just stay in our own zones. But when we join arms and work with a 
common goal, there's a lot of things that can happen."
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JAMES A. FINLEY/AP
Candis Johnson is working as
a student consultant on Joe's
Place, a group home for
homeless students that is
expected to open this school
year in Maplewood, Mo.
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District giving students a
place to call home
Missouri school's program believed to be first in the
country 
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By JEFF DOUGLAS Associated Press

MAPLEWOOD, Mo. – When a friend of Randi Miller's
daughter started coming around to do laundry and sit
down for family meals, it soon became clear the
teenager hid a secret.

Like more than 100,000 U.S.
high school students, the
teen was homeless, a
stressful situation that
makes her less likely to
graduate and could lead to
social and psychological
problems.

"It's not supposed to be like
this," said Ms. Miller, who
lives in this St. Louis suburb.
"Students need to focus on
school, not where their next
meal is coming from."

The teen and a few others will be ideal candidates for a
new group home for homeless students expected to
open this school year. The public school district
sponsoring it is believed to be the first in the country
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sponsoring it is believed to be the first in the country
to take on such a project.

The Maplewood-Richmond Heights district recently
made a down payment on a $250,000 home in a quiet,
working-class neighborhood near the high school. A
church has agreed to staff it with pastors in training,
and an area hospital would provide a therapist.

School superintendent Linda Henke said the idea has
probably crossed the minds of school administrators
and teachers who encounter homeless students every
school year. But making it a reality, Ms. Henke said, is
far more difficult.

"We've all thought, 'I wish I could just take you home
with me,' " she said. "We're not taking over their lives.
We're going to give them Sunday through Friday
stability."

When an anonymous businessman donated $10,000 in
seed money for the effort, Joe's Place was born in his
honor as a sort of boarding house for homeless
students.

Brian Q. Newcomb, a pastor in Maplewood is one of
several faith leaders who have responded to the
school's proposal. He met with other leaders recently
to make the project a reality.

Crossing the line?

Critics argue that while the school district's plan is
admirable, it steps out of bounds by mixing public
schools and religion.

Mr. Newcomb said he sees the issue as utterly
separate: "This is not about building up our church or
preaching to students. This is about a service
opportunity and responding to a real need."

The yellow home on the edge of the city could open as
early as this fall. The house would be staffed by interns
studying for the ministry at Crossroads Presbyterian
Church in Maplewood. At least a dozen students have
been identified as candidates for the first class of
students to live at Joe's Place.

Organizers need restaurants and grocery stores to help
with meals and donations to pay the electric bills. The
school board has signed off on the plan, and
community officials are close to giving final approval.
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"This is another example of schools stepping up to the
plate where other federal agencies and programs have
failed," said Barbara Duffield, policy director for the
National Association for the Education of Homeless
Children and Youth in Washington.

100,000 homeless

A report by state education departments says that
more than 100,000 U.S. high school students were
homeless in 2003-2004. Roughly 1,300 homeless
students in metro St. Louis school districts were
reported last year.

St. Louis spends about $16 million a year on homeless
services for adults, but none goes specifically to
students.

Bill Siedhoff, Human Services Department director for
the city, said more can be done for all homeless
people, and he finds the suburban school district's plan
exciting.

Joe's Place would cost the district $33,000 a year in
mortgage, insurance, utilities, taxes and maintenance,
and would need $22,000 more in annual donations,
according to district estimates.

The district plans to start the project with a handful of
boys 16 to 18 years old who have clean criminal
records. Ms. Henke said the students' parents or
guardians must agree to the boarding arrangement.
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District Buys House
For Homeless Kids
Concerned that students with unstable or no
homes often wound up dropping out of
school, the Maplewood Richmond Heights
(Missouri) School District decided to buy a house and convert it to a
group home for homeless teens. Included: Information on how to execute
this type of project.

Many schools have students whose faces and actions hint at greater burdens
than preparing for an upcoming exam or finding a prom date. For some,
academic and social commitments are overridden by a more pressing daily
concern: Where will I sleep tonight?

After several years of noticing students who had unstable homes or no homes
struggle in school and/or drop out, Maplewood Richmond Heights (Missouri)
School District superintendent Linda Henke and several community leaders
decided to create a home for some of these students.

So the district bought a house, now called Joe's Place, to serve as a group
home for homeless students. The home, if it receives final approval from the
city, is scheduled to open in late September or early October. It could be the
first group home in the U.S. run by a school district for homeless students.

"It's an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of students…in need of
stability and an opportunity for the community to work together and address
this need," said Andrew Vander Maas, a member of the home's advisory board
and pastor of a local church, Crossroads Presbyterian Fellowship.

A WILLINGNESS TO TRY SOMETHING NEW

The idea for the home came about over time, according to David Kuschel, the
district's spokesman. "We have a lot of diversity, kids from all different
backgrounds, and our superintendent kept noticing that certain kids were
slipping through the cracks and dropping out," he told Education World. "We're
a small district -- about 1,000 students -- and administrators get to know the
kids well, and they find out some have unstable home lives or are homeless
and that affects school. They are more concerned with where they are
spending the night than schoolwork."

"We just wished we could take some of these kids home or find some way to
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"The kids [who move into
Joe's Place] already are
part of the community;
but now, they won't be
looking for a place to go
after 3 p.m."
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make a difference," added Vincent Estrada, the district's director of student
services and homeless student coordinator.

The superintendent talked with Vander Maas about the idea for a home and
they started enlisting people they knew for the project. The home's name has a
connection to an anonymous donor who gave $10,000 to the effort, as well as
the idea that the house is a place for "the average Joe," Kuschel said.

The school district is awaiting final approval
from the Maplewood City Council for the home;
the vote is scheduled for September 12. District
personnel are optimistic approval will be
granted, Kuschel added

In June, the board of education approved the
program. The board purchased a home for
$250,500 through a building corporation that
the district formed, and the building corporation plans to lease the house back
to the school district.

The district will pay $33,000 a year for the mortgage, utilities, and some other
expenses, and the home's advisory board will be responsible for raising
another $22,000 a year to cover expenses.

An advisory board for Joe's Place was appointed that includes Pastor Vander
Maas, a board of education member, some district employees, a counselor,
and some other members of the religious community. "They provide expertise
and general support," noted Kuschel.

The long-term goal is for Joe's Place to become a community organization,
separate from the district.

"The school board would like this to become a model for the state and
country," added Kuschel.

A PLACE OF THEIR OWN

When Joe's Place opens, it likely will be home to about four boys between the
ages of 16 and 18, and staffed by house parents and a counselor, Kuschel
said. Students would stay from Sunday evening until Friday afternoon, unless
they had no other place to go over the weekend, in which case they could
remain.

"Our idea is to provide a stable place during the school week and make sure
they keep in contact with their parents and friends," said Kuschel.

About 18 students have been identified as fitting the criteria for Joe's Place, 12
of them boys. To be eligible to live at Joe's Place, teens must have no criminal
record and a parent or guardian's permission to live there. Asked if selecting a
teen could create a conflict within a family by offering only one child a place to
live, Kuschel said, "That is why the family has to be in complete agreement."

Boys are being targeted initially because they seem to be more prone to
homelessness, according to Kuschel.

"Over the age of 16, many shelters won't take boys," added Victor Farwell, a
licensed clinical social worker and member of the advisory board who will be
working with residents of Joe's Place. "There are two teen shelters in town, but
they often are overcrowded."

EXPANDING SUPPORT

Farwell has heard about the hardships of homeless teens while counseling
some district students with troubled home lives. "Some of the kids talked about
living in cars, living with friends, being put out by parents."
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"It's an opportunity to
make a difference in the
lives of students…in
need of stability and an
opportunity for the
community to work
together and address
this need."

Estrada said he probably learns of about 25 to 30 homeless students a year,
and suspects there are more. His primary responsibility is to make sure that
homeless students can get to school. City and county coordinators have
partnerships to help enroll students and provide transportation if they are in a
shelter in another town so they can continue attending the district schools.

"We did what we could," Estrada said. "If we
found out a kid had to stay with a friend, we
would ask teachers to extend assignments, or
we would provide bus passes so he or she
could get to work "

Estrada is excited that the district is willing to
take on a group home. "I think it is a great
idea; I knew we had some potential best
practices to borrow from in the private sector,"
he said. "The district is fiscally responsible, but
also willing to do things differently if it can."

A PART OF THE COMMUNITY

The district has held several open houses to talk with community members
about the project, and most of the neighbors have been positive, according to
Kuschel.

"The kids [who move into Joe's Place] already are part of the community; but
now, they won't be looking for a place to go after 3 p.m.," he said.

The district's alternative high school also is located in a house down the street
from Joe's Place. The middle school alternative school is scheduled to open in
a house on the street as well.

"Some people have said it seems like a lot to spend on four kids," Kuschel
said. "But the high school staff has done every intervention possible, yet we
see them dropping out. I think we will see real benefits to the community."

Added Estrada, "A group home for four kids is meaningful for us. In a way it is
an investment; the district bought a home in an area where values are soaring.
It's not as extravagant as it seems."

FUELING A DREAM

The primary goal of Joe's Place's founders is to see students remain in school
and "continue to offer them the dream of completing a high school education
and going on to higher education," said Farwell.

"I think it's a wonderful concept; a unique blending of academic, community,
and religious efforts to help homeless teens," he added.

Two local restaurants have agreed to donate food two days a week, Farwell
said. The other three days, the residents will be cooking together and
"hopefully bonding," he said.

Barbara Duffield, policy director for the National Association for the Education
of Homeless Children and Youth, said that while many school districts across
the country are collaborating with shelters to arrange housing and services for
homeless students, Maplewood Richmond Heights has gone one step further
and committed resources to provide housing.

"It's a great idea that a school district is taking the lead," Duffield told Education
World. "What isn't a great is why other agencies aren't stepping up to the plate
if there is a need among this population."

Caring for homeless teens is a problem that requires multiple parties, Pastor
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Vander Maas noted. "It's hard for any one single entity to get its arms around
an issue like this, whether it's a school district or someone else. It takes groups
willing to work together to address these needs."

And school staff members have seen promise in many of these students, who
they believe can flourish under the right circumstances.

"These are students who have potential and strengths and struggle to tap into
them because of the instability in their lives," Estrada told Education World.
"With some stability, they should be able to tap into those strengths. We see a
glimmer of hope -- this is just a way of giving them momentum and traction."

Article by Ellen R. Delisio
Education World® 
Copyright © 2006 Education World
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Missouri School District Sponsors Refuge for 
Homeless Students
Friday, July 28, 2006

MAPLEWOOD, Mo. —  When a friend of Randi Miller's daughter started coming around to
do laundry and sit down for family meals, it soon became clear the teenager hid a secret.

Like more than 100,000 U.S. high school students, the teen was homeless, a stressful situation that 
makes her less likely to graduate and potentially leads to social and psychological problems.

"It's not supposed to be like this," said Miller, who lives in this St. Louis suburb. "Students need to 
focus on school, not where their next meal is coming from."

The teen and a few others will be ideal candidates for a new group home for homeless students 
expected to open this school year. The public school district sponsoring it is possibly the first in the 
country to take on such a project.

The Maplewood-Richmond Heights district recently made a down payment on a $250,000 home in a 
quiet, working-class neighborhood near the high school. A church has agreed to staff it with pastors in 
training and an area hospital would provide a therapist.

School Superintendent Linda Henke said the idea has probably crossed the minds of school 
administrators and teachers who encounter homeless students every school year. But making it a 
reality, Henke said, is far more difficult.

(Story continues below)
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"We've all thought, 'I wish I could just take you home with me,'" she said. "We're not taking over their 
lives. We're going to give them Sunday through Friday stability."

When an anonymous businessman donated $10,000 in seed money for the effort, Joe's Place was born 
in his honor as a sort of boarding house for homeless students.

Brian Q. Newcomb, a pastor in Maplewood, is part of the faith community that has responded to 
the school's proposal and has met with other leaders recently to make the project a reality.

Critics argue that while the school district's plan is admirable, it steps out of bounds by mixing public 
schools and religion.

Newcomb said he sees the issue as utterly separate: "This is not about building up our church or 
preaching to students. This is about a service opportunity and responding to a real need."

The yellow home on the edge of the city could open as early as this fall. The house would be staffed by 
interns studying for the ministry at Crossroads Presbyterian Church in Maplewood. At least a dozen 
students have been identified as candidates for the first class of students to live at Joe's Place.

Organizers need restaurants and grocery stores to help with meals and donations to pay the electric 
bills. The school board has already signed off on the plan and community officials are close to giving 
final approval.

"This is another example of schools stepping up to the plate where other federal agencies and programs 
have failed," said Barbara Duffield, policy director for the National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth in Washington.

A report by state education departments estimates that more than 100,000 U.S. high school students 
were homeless in 2003-2004. Roughly 1,300 homeless students in metro St. Louis school districts were 
reported last year.

"Homeless agencies have not focused on this important slice of the homeless population," Duffield said. 
"There's no question that a stable place to live helps a kid make it through school."

St. Louis spends about $16 million a year on homeless services for adults, but none of that goes 
specifically to students.

Bill Siedhoff, Human Services Department director for the city, said more can be done for all homeless 
people and he's intrigued by the suburban school district's plan.

Joe's Place would cost the district $33,000 a year in mortgage, insurance, utilities, taxes and 
maintenance, and would need $22,000 more in annual donations, according to district estimates.
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The district plans to start the project with a handful of boys ages 16 to 18 with clean criminal records. 
Henke said the students' parents or guardians will have to agree to the boarding-like arrangement. Many 
times the student would go other places on the weekend.

Candis Johnson sees the need and is a student consultant on the project. The 16-year-old varsity 
cheerleader said she knows students who could take this chance to start over.

"They fly under the radar. They could be athletes, and good students," said Johnson, who is the 
student council vice president. "This could be a spectacular change in their lives."
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By JEFF DOUGLAS

Associated Press Writer

MAPLEWOOD, Mo. (AP) - When a friend of Randi 
Miller's daughter started coming around to do laundry 
and sit down for family meals, it soon became clear the 
teenager hid a secret.

Like more than 100,000 U.S. high school students, the 
teen was homeless, a stressful situation that makes her 
less likely to graduate and potentially leads to social and 
psychological problems.

``It's not supposed to be like this,'' said Miller, who lives 
in this St. Louis suburb. ``Students need to focus on 
school, not where their next meal is coming from.''

The teen and a few others will be ideal candidates for a 
new group home for homeless students expected to open 
this school year. The public school district sponsoring it 
is possibly the first in the country to take on such a 
project.

The Maplewood-Richmond Heights district recently made 
a down payment on a $250,000 home in a quiet, 
working-class neighborhood near the high school. A 
church has agreed to staff it with pastors in training and 
an area hospital would provide a therapist.

School Superintendent Linda Henke said the idea has 
probably crossed the minds of school administrators and 
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teachers who encounter homeless students every school 
year. But making it a reality, Henke said, is far more 
difficult.

``We've all thought, 'I wish I could just take you home 
with me,''' she said. ``We're not taking over their lives. 
We're going to give them Sunday through Friday 
stability.''

When an anonymous businessman donated $10,000 in 
seed money for the effort, Joe's Place was born in his 
honor as a sort of boarding house for homeless students.

Brian Q. Newcomb, a pastor in Maplewood, is part of the 
faith community that has responded to the school's 
proposal and has met with other leaders recently to make 
the project a reality.

Critics argue that while the school district's plan is 
admirable, it steps out of bounds by mixing public 
schools and religion.

Newcomb said he sees the issue as utterly separate: 
``This is not about building up our church or preaching 
to students. This is about a service opportunity and 
responding to a real need.''

The yellow home on the edge of the city could open as 
early as this fall. The house would be staffed by interns 
studying for the ministry at Crossroads Presbyterian 
Church in Maplewood. At least a dozen students have been 
identified as candidates for the first class of students to 
live at Joe's Place.

Organizers need restaurants and grocery stores to help 
with meals and donations to pay the electric bills. The 
school board has already signed off on the plan and 
community officials are close to giving final approval.

``This is another example of schools stepping up to the 
plate where other federal agencies and programs have 
failed,'' said Barbara Duffield, policy director for the 
National Association for the Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth in Washington.

A report by state education departments estimates that 
more than 100,000 U.S. high school students were 
homeless in 2003-2004. Roughly 1,300 homeless 
students in metro St. Louis school districts were 
reported last year.

``Homeless agencies have not focused on this important 
slice of the homeless population,'' Duffield said. ``There's 
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no question that a stable place to live helps a kid make it 
through school.''

St. Louis spends about $16 million a year on homeless 
services for adults, but none of that goes specifically to 
students.

Bill Siedhoff, Human Services Department director for 
the city, said more can be done for all homeless people 
and he's intrigued by the suburban school district's plan.

Joe's Place would cost the district $33,000 a year in 
mortgage, insurance, utilities, taxes and maintenance, 
and would need $22,000 more in annual donations, 
according to district estimates.

The district plans to start the project with a handful of 
boys ages 16 to 18 with clean criminal records. Henke 
said the students' parents or guardians will have to agree 
to the boarding-like arrangement. Many times the 
student would go other places on the weekend.

Candis Johnson sees the need and is a student consultant 
on the project. The 16-year-old varsity cheerleader said 
she knows students who could take this chance to start 
over.

``They fly under the radar. They could be athletes, and 
good students,'' said Johnson, who is the student council 
vice president. ``This could be a spectacular change in 
their lives.''

- - -
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Homeless no more
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In an inspiring display of insight, enterprise and generosity, 
the people of Richmond Heights and Maplewood are stepping 
up to help homeless teenaged boys get the physical and 
moral support they need while they are in high school. 

The effort to start a group home is being spear-headed by 
Linda Henke, superintendent of the Maplewood-Richmond 
Heights School District. Ms. Henke said the problem of 
homeless teens had been gnawing at her since she arrived 
in the district six years ago. "Every year, it seems as though
we have several students that disappear into the mist," she 
said.

Many homeless kids won't admit, even to themselves, that 
they are homeless. Like hundreds of others across the 
region and thousands across the country, they may be 
crashing on friends' couches, doubled-up with relatives or 
even living in cars or shelters.

They're not "bad kids," and often not bad students, Ms. 
Henke said. But they are overwhelmed by family problems 
that have led directly or indirectly to their homelessness. 
Some have parents who are in jail. Some have parents who 
are mentally ill or on drugs. Some have left abusive foster 
homes. Only boys without criminal records would be allowed 
at the group home, with permission from their legal 
guardians. There are many hurdles to overcome before the 
group home is a reality, including a planning and zoning 
commission meeting July 10. The commission must decide 
whether to allow more than three unrelated people to live 
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together under one roof. Close supervision of the home and 
open and honest communication between the district and the 
neighbors will make or break this project.

But if all goes as planned, "Joe's Place" could open later this 
year. The district has put down money on a house in a 
neighborhood close to the Maplewood-Richmond Heights 
High School where the boys would live. The school district 
has agreed to contribute $33,000 a year to cover the 
mortgage, insurance, utilities taxes and maintenance. 
Another $22,000 a year will be needed in donations.

Offers of support already are coming in from many quarters. 
A local businessman, who asked to remain anonymous, 
contributed $10,000. Interns studying for the ministry at 
Crossroads Presbyterian Church would staff the facility. 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital would provide a therapist.

Among the district's 970 students (all grades), school 
officials think there are more than 20 who are homeless. 
The problem of homelessness seems worse for boys, who 
are at high risk of becoming drop-outs -- a guaranteed 
one-way ticket to nowhere.

Some attend school, but struggle without the support, 
protection and discipline of parents. Ms. Henke has identified 
about a dozen 16- to 18-year-old boys as candidates for 
"Joe's Place".

"They are coming to school, but they also try to hold down 
jobs so they have some money, and they're wondering 
where they are going to sleep," Ms. Henke said.

That breeds tension and worry. She recalled one student 
who was vomiting every day. "He thought he had cancer and 
was going to die," she said. The school district arranged a 
medical evaluation, which diagnosed acid reflux disease.

Schools constantly face social problems that can't be solved 
in the schoolhouse. Some take a community effort. The 
Maplewood-Richmond Heights community is lucky to have in 
Ms. Henke a compassionate leader who refuses to stand and 
watch children "disappear into the mist," but rather does all 
she can to pull them back. 
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District plans residence for homeless 
students
'Joe's Place' would feed, house teenagers 
so they could stay in school.

   David Hunn
ST. LOUIS 
POST-DISPATCH
Steve Giegerich 
of the 
Post-Dispatch 
and 
correspondent 
Michelle B. 
Mueller 
contributed to 
this report.
St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch 
(MO)

June 29, 2006
Section: News 

Edition: Third 
Edition
Page A1

For six years, Superintendent Linda Henke has watched 
homeless students struggle to attend Maplewood-Richmond 
Heights High School. Some miss class for a few days. Some 
never come back. 

Now, in what may be a first for a U.S. public school district, 
Henke is looking to open a group home and get homeless 
students to school each morning, homework each afternoon 
and family dinners nightly.

Henke knows their stories.

This boy was kicked out of his house, she says. This one has 
a parent who is mentally ill, in and out of hospitals. Here's 
one who was abused in foster care and ran away.

Like hundreds across the region, and thousands across the
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country, these teens live out of cars and sleep on friends’
couches or relatives’ floors.

"We do have so many kids who cannot come to school daily
because they don’t have a place to stay," said Geraldine
Brown, a caseworker at Tomorrow’s Builders charter school
in East St. Louis. She said the need is so

great that she’s trying to start a shelter, too.

Henke’s plan is moving forward: Her school district has put
money down on a $250,000 home - a handsome, yellow
house at 2511 Oakland Avenue, tucked in a quiet,
working-class neighborhood north of the high school on
Manchester

Road.

A local church has agreed to staff it. Barnes-Jewish Hospital
would provide a therapist, Henke said. They plan to call it
Joe’s Place, after an anonymous local businessman who
contributed the only significant donation so far -

$10,000.

Henke says there’s a lot left to do. But, if her committee can
find restaurants to help with meals and donors to pay some
of the bills, if it can persuade neighbors that the idea’s a
good one - and if both the School Board and the Maplewood
City Council approve the idea this summer - Joe’s Place
could open this fall.

'Wonderful precedent'

National experts and state officials say this may be the first 
time a public school has committed dollars to start such a 
home.

"It's a wonderful precedent," said Barbara Duffield, policy 
director for the National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth in Washington. School officials 
often try to find housing for families, she said, but she 
doesn't know any who have decided to spend public 
education dollars for such a cause.

The need is large, Duffield said. A recent report to Congress 
said more than 100,000 U.S. high school students were 
homeless two years ago. Data reported to the Missouri and 
Illinois education departments show roughly 1,300 in metro 
St. Louis school districts in 2004-05.

Yet Duffield and others say that number vastly 
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underestimates the problem. Homeless teens don't admit 
they're homeless, she said, or may not go to school at all.

The schools underreport the numbers, too, she said.

In St. Clair, Madison and Monroe counties, for example, 12 
of the 43 school districts -- including East St. Louis -- didn't 
tell the state of any homeless students. The rest reported a 
total of 54. Yet one East St. Louis agency director said he 
served 150 homeless children this year.

No shelters for teens exist in the Maplewood-Richmond 
Heights area, Henke said. And the number of homeless 
teens here is growing, she added.

That means districts often have to pay bus or taxi fares to 
get homeless students to class. Last year, 
Maplewood-Richmond Heights spent about $13,000 to 
transport homeless students.

In addition, the state pays the district for each student who 
attends school each day. If a homeless student doesn't 
make it to class, the district loses dollars.

Will need donations

Joe's Place would cost the district $33,000 a year in 
mortgage, insurance, utilities, taxes and maintenance, and 
would need $22,000 more in annual donations, according to 
district calculations.

Henke has already identified roughly a dozen 16- to 
18-year-old boys as candidates.

They couldn't have criminal records, and their legal 
guardians would have to agree to the arrangement.

The house would be staffed by interns studying for the 
ministry from Crossroads Presbyterian Church in 
Maplewood.

The students would check in Sunday night, out Friday and 
have weekends free. These teens have already lived on 
their own, Henke said, and may need their space. But if they 
have nowhere to go, the house would stay open.

Henke has met with lawyers, businesses and a half-dozen 
church leaders. She has walked door to door in the 
neighborhood. She has sent plans to the city's planning and 
zoning commission, which will decide July 10 whether it will 
allow more than three unrelated people to live in the same 
house.
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The project is not without critics. School officials from other 
districts question why Henke is stepping out of a school's 
realm of expertise and responsibility. Neighbors, though 
generally supportive, say they won't be happy if property 
suddenly goes missing from yards. Experts warn that 
opening a group home is not easy.

"It's an excellent idea," said Rene Heybach, director of the 
Law Project of the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless. "But 
how it's executed really matters."

Henke is nervous. Much still has to be done, and the 
smallest detail could derail the whole plan.

But she believes in the idea.

"I know we will fail with some of the kids," Henke said.

"But," she continued, "to be successful will be wonderful." 

MAP - House location
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Joe’s Place will be a home for
students without one
By STEVE ROCK
The Kansas City Star

MAPLEWOOD, Mo. | With its soft-yellow siding and wraparound front porch, the two-
story farmhouse-style home looks like the perfect single-family residence.

But the function it will serve, perhaps as early as October, may be unprecedented.

The home, which was recently purchased by the Maplewood Richmond Heights School
District near St. Louis, will house homeless high school students.

“We’d like to see the needs of each of our students met, whatever that need is,” said
Sherry Montford, president of the Board of Education. “And we hope this will be a model
other districts can use.”

According to U.S. Department of Education data, more than 100,000 high school
students nationwide are homeless. Nan Roman, president of the Washington-based
National Alliance to End Homelessness, said she was unaware of any other school
district in the country taking such a leadership role.

Barbara Duffield, policy director of the National Association for the Education of
Homeless Children, said what the district is doing “could move schools to look for more
creative ways to solve their housing issues. They’re doing something groundbreaking.”

Officials in the Maplewood Richmond Heights district — a diverse, blue-collar city that
borders the western edge of St. Louis — have been working on the project for more than
six months. It’s the brainchild of Superintendent Linda Henke and a local minister to
whom Henke mentioned her concern about young men struggling to find stable housing.
They hashed out ideas, and Joe’s Place — named for an anonymous businessman who
donated $10,000 to the effort — was born.

District officials expect the Maplewood City Council to give final approval for the group
home Sept. 12, and for it to open as early as October.

“But we’re not in a rush,” Montford said. “The key component is we want this to be
successful.”

Four boys and house parents

The home will house four high school boys and full-time house parents. Because the
district has fewer than 1,000 students, school counselors have intimate knowledge of
their students and easily pinpointed about a dozen potential residents.

“This is a pervasive problem,” Montford said, referring to homeless students. “But for us,
it felt like a problem we could get our arms around.” Besides, she said, “to turn your back
on it would be unconscionable.”

There are no other homeless shelters within district boundaries. And most women’s
homeless shelters won’t take 16- and 17-year-old boys, said David Kuschel, a district
spokesman.

District officials say the four residents will be between 16 and 18 and won’t have criminal
records. They could be foster children awaiting placement, children living with relatives
besides Mom and Dad, children living in transitional housing shelters, or children with
other unstable home lives.

Data from 2004-05 submitted to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education showed nearly 14,000 homeless students statewide. That included 1,251 in
the Kansas City School District, 162 of whom were in high school. Kansas, according to
federal education data, had 2,594 homeless students in the 2003-04 school year,
including 740 at the high school level.

“It’s a big problem across the state,” said Kim Oligschlaeger, Missouri’s coordinator for
homeless education. “If they’re high school students and they don’t have a home, they

M O R E   N E W S   F R O M   

 • Maplewood, MO

 • Richmond Heights, MO

 • Home

 • Mortgage

 • St. Louis, MO Metro

 • Personal Finance

 • Charitable Organizations

 • Discuss Charitable Organizations

Subscriber Services Complete Forecast

Search  Recent News  Archives  Web   for    Go
Welcome Guest

Sign Up | Sign In |  Member Benefits

THE STAR AT 125
The top stories from
1880 to 2005

 Jobs
 Cars
 Real Estate
 Apartments
 Local Shopping

 •  ShopLocal
 •  Newspaper Ads

 All Classifieds
 •  Create an Ad
 •  Find an Ad
 •  Pets

 Dating

News
  •  Breaking News
  •  Columnists
  •  Consumer News
  •  Heartland Journal
  •  Iraq
  •  Local/Region
  •  Lottery
  •  Nation
  •  Obituaries
  •  Politics
  •  Photos
  •  News projects
  •  Readers'
Representative
  •  Weather
  •  Weird News
  •  Who To Call
  •  World
Sports
Entertainment
Business
FYI/Living
Star Magazine
Opinion

EXTRAS
Past Articles
Community Faces
The Star's Front Page
E-Newsletters
Local Traffic
Maps & Directions
Yellow Pages
Discussion Boards
Visitor's Guide

SERVICES
Place an Ad
RSS
Contact Us
Advertise
Code of Ethics
About The Star
Star Speakers Bureau
Star Tours
The Kansas City Store

Back to Home > Thursday, Sep 07, 2006

News



09/07/2006 02:26 PMKansas City Star | 09/02/2006 | Joe’s Place will be a home for students without one

Page 2 of 2http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/15422439.htm

homeless education. “If they’re high school students and they don’t have a home, they
might not go to school. If they don’t go to school, they don’t earn credit. And if they don’t
earn credit, they don’t graduate.”

Glenn Mitchell, executive director of pupil services for the Kansas City School District,
said the district had never looked into opening a home like Joe’s Place. The number of
students that might have to be accommodated would present financial and other
problems, he said.

Including the community

Maplewood officials hope to engage the community to make Joe’s Place part of the
town’s fabric. An area hospital might provide counseling, for example, and local
churches might provide staffing and tutoring.

The Rev. Brian Newcomb, pastor of Christ Church/United Church of Christ in
Maplewood, said his and other congregations could prepare and deliver meals.

“There’s a high level of community interest and support,” said Newcomb, careful to note
that it would not be a religious endeavor. “Our goal is to address this profound need.”

The house is less than a half-mile from the high school. Only five years old, it needs no
major renovations. It has four bedrooms, about 2,000 square feet of living space and
cost $260,000.

The school district expects to spend about $33,000 a year on mortgage payments,
insurance, utilities, taxes and other expenses. School officials are hoping for an
additional $22,000 in annual donations to help keep Joe’s Place running.

Nearby neighbors are supportive, though some are guarded in their enthusiasm.

“I want to see this succeed,” said Myles McCabe, who lives up the street from Joe’s
Place. “But there are some legitimate concerns. This is a high-risk group of kids. How
well is the school prepared?”

District officials concede they don’t yet have all the answers.

“I know we’ll make mistakes,” said Vince Estrada, the district’s director of student
services. “… We know it’s going to be difficult.”

But their motives are pure, simple. That has caught the attention of homeless advocates
nationwide.

Group homes similar to Joe’s Place typically are run by child-welfare agencies, Roman
said.

Although lauding the effort, she is concerned it may encourage families to split up rather
than stay together. Also, she doesn’t think having students find their own housing on
weekends and during the summer, as some Joe’s Place residents may end up doing, is
the best solution for their homelessness.

“What we know from many years of experience is that the best thing to do is to provide
the whole family with stability,” Roman said.

“But, it’s absolutely commendable that this school system is trying to do something to
help these kids.”

To reach Steve Rock, call (816) 234-4338 or send e-mail to srock@kcstar.com.
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School district gets OK for group home

08/13/2006

MAPLEWOOD
The City Council has given preliminary approval to the Maplewood-Richmond Heights School
District to operate a group home for four male teenage students. The district plans to house
them in a single-family residence at 2511 Oakland Avenue. 

Vince Estrada, director of student services with the school district, told the council at a
meeting last week that the building will house boys ages 16-18 who are from distressed
families or are homeless. The school district will not bring in homeless youths from outside
the city to live in the house, he said. "These kids are already here," he said. 

The home, which will be known as Joe's Place, will be licensed by the state and operated as
a nonprofit organization as a collaborative effort between the district, Crossroads
Presbyterian Church, Barnes-Jewish Hospital and volunteers. Students living there will have
rules and curfews and will receive academic guidance. 

The council also set the residential property tax rate at 78.6 cents, up 0.7 cents, and the
commercial rate at $1.089, up 2.1 cents. They set the personal property tax rate at $1.032 ,
up 0.2 cents. The council also set the Special Business District tax rate at 44.3 cents, the
same as last year. 
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School District Seeks Refuge for Homeless
By JEFF DOUGLAS, Associated Press Writer
Friday, July 28, 2006

 

(07-28) 02:40 PDT
MAPLEWOOD, Mo. (AP) --

When a friend of Randi 
Miller's daughter started coming around to do laundry 
and sit down for family meals, it soon became clear 
the teenager hid a secret.

Like more than 100,000 U.S. high school students, 
the teen was homeless, a stressful situation that 
makes her less likely to graduate and potentially leads 
to social and psychological problems.

"It's not supposed to be like this," said Miller, who 
lives in this St. Louis suburb. "Students need to focus 
on school, not where their next meal is coming from."

The teen and a few others will be ideal candidates for a 
new group home for homeless students expected to 
open this school year. The public school district 
sponsoring it is possibly the first in the country to 
take on such a project.

The Maplewood-Richmond Heights district recently 
made a down payment on a $250,000 home in a quiet, 
working-class neighborhood near the high school. A 
church has agreed to staff it with pastors in training 
and an area hospital would provide a therapist.

School Superintendent Linda Henke said the idea has 
probably crossed the minds of school administrators 
and teachers who encounter homeless students every 
school year. But making it a reality, Henke said, is far 
more difficult.

"We've all thought, 'I wish I could just take you home 
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with me,'" she said. "We're not taking over their 
lives. We're going to give them Sunday through Friday 
stability."

When an anonymous businessman donated $10,000 in 
seed money for the effort, Joe's Place was born in his 
honor as a sort of boarding house for homeless 
students.

Brian Q. Newcomb, a pastor in Maplewood, is part of 
the faith community that has responded to the school's 
proposal and has met with other leaders recently to 
make the project a reality.

Critics argue that while the school district's plan is 
admirable, it steps out of bounds by mixing public 
schools and religion.

Newcomb said he sees the issue as utterly separate: 
"This is not about building up our church or 
preaching to students. This is about a service 
opportunity and responding to a real need."

The yellow home on the edge of the city could open as 
early as this fall. The house would be staffed by 
interns studying for the ministry at Crossroads 
Presbyterian Church in Maplewood. At least a dozen 
students have been identified as candidates for the 
first class of students to live at Joe's Place.

Organizers need restaurants and grocery stores to 
help with meals and donations to pay the electric bills. 
The school board has already signed off on the plan and 
community officials are close to giving final approval.

"This is another example of schools stepping up to the 
plate where other federal agencies and programs have 
failed," said Barbara Duffield, policy director for the 
National Association for the Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth in Washington.

A report by state education departments estimates that 
more than 100,000 U.S. high school students were 
homeless in 2003-2004. Roughly 1,300 homeless 
students in metro St. Louis school districts were 
reported last year.

"Homeless agencies have not focused on this important 
slice of the homeless population," Duffield said. 
"There's no question that a stable place to live helps a 
kid make it through school."
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St. Louis spends about $16 million a year on homeless 
services for adults, but none of that goes specifically 
to students.

Bill Siedhoff, Human Services Department director 
for the city, said more can be done for all homeless 
people and he's intrigued by the suburban school 
district's plan.

Joe's Place would cost the district $33,000 a year in 
mortgage, insurance, utilities, taxes and maintenance, 
and would need $22,000 more in annual donations, 
according to district estimates.

The district plans to start the project with a handful 
of boys ages 16 to 18 with clean criminal records. 
Henke said the students' parents or guardians will 
have to agree to the boarding-like arrangement. Many 
times the student would go other places on the 
weekend.

Candis Johnson sees the need and is a student 
consultant on the project. The 16-year-old varsity 
cheerleader said she knows students who could take 
this chance to start over.

"They fly under the radar. They could be athletes, and 
good students," said Johnson, who is the student 
council vice president. "This could be a spectacular 
change in their lives."

___

On the Net:

National Association for the Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth:

www.naehcy.org

Get up to 50% off home delivery of the Chronicle for 12 weeks!

Back To Top

 



Maplewood-
have  a  bed  to  call  their  own  find  food,  family  and  a  

tion  supports  this  organization  by  providing  books  
to  start  a  house  library  and  Target  gift  cards,  which  
house  parents  Alyssa  and  Dan  Reeve  use  to  buy  the  
boys  items  such  as  T-shirts,  socks,  underwear  and  
winter  coats.  

and  two  Schnucks  bags  that  hold  all  their  belong-

  

-of-its-kind  facility,  was  estab-
lished  for  homeless  young  men  and  is  serving  as  a  
model  for  similar  programs  nationwide.  The  

all  are  now  attending  college.  

With  your  support,  we  are  proud  to  help  such  an  

Place,  please  visit  www.joesplacestl.org  

Our  Mission  
All  children  have  hopes  and  dreams  beyond  the  ordinary  for  their  lives.    
The  Primrose  Foundation  exists  to  honor  and  help  provide  those  hopes,  dreams    
and  opportunities  to  children  whose  lives  have  been  disrupted  due  to  abuse,  neglect    
and  other  circumstances  beyond  their  control.  We  are  committed  to  bringing  hope  
and  healing  to  hurting  children  by  offering  a  source  of  comfort  in  a  transitional  time.  

Board  of  Directors  
Bill  Harper  
President  

June  Harper  
Vice  President  

Jan  Berchelmann  
Secretary  

Patty  Cross  
Treasurer  

John  Halloran  
Director  

Kathleen  Berchelmann,  MD  
Director  

Kathy  Gumersell  
Director  

John  Demuth  
Director  

Joyce  DeNeal  
Director  

  

Our  Programs  
Book  Program  

We  work  with  selected    
  

a  love  of  books  and  reading.    
Children  receive  a  new  book    

three  times  a  year.  

Gift  Card  Program  
We  present  retail  gift  cards    

on  a  monthly  basis  to  qualifying    

used  for  clothing,  shoes,    
and/or  personal  care  products.  

  
We  sponsor  activities  and  grant    

individual  wishes  to  help  children  in  an  
agency  setting  explore  the  arts.  

9051  Watson  Road,  #270 Saint  Louis,  MO  63126 (314)  238-6444 info@theprimrosefoundation.org www.theprimrosefoundation.org  

Year  End  Gifts  
  

in  your  year-end  gift  plans.  TPF  is  solely  run  by    
volunteers,  with  minimal  overhead  costs.  

Board  Members  
The  Primrose  Foundation  is  looking  for  individuals  
who  would  be  interested  in  serving  a  term  on  our  

Board  of  Directors.  Contact  
patty@theprimrosefoundation  for  more  information.  

Follow  us  on  Facebook!  

news  and  updates.  

  

Board  Members  Emeritus  
After  five  successful  years  of  leadership  as  
Board  President  and  Vice-President,  Bill  and  
June  Harper  are  retiring  as  active  board  mem-
bers  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Their  status  will  
change  to  Board  Members  Emeritus.    

Under  their  direction,  The  Primrose  Founda-
tion  has  grown  from  serving  one  agency  with  
a  single  program,  to  assisting  hundreds  of  
children  in  six  agencies,  with  three  active  pro-
grams.  Their  energy  and  enthusiasm  has  set  
the  course  for  future  leadership.    

The  Primrose  Foundation    is  grateful  and    
appreciative  of  their  service.  Bill  and  June,  
thank  you  for  all  that  you  have  done  to    

and  help  children  in  need.  

 
A look inside 

Place 

a  safe  home  for  Maplewood-
Richmond  Heights  students.  

Left:  TPF  Treasurer  Patty  
Cross  (right)  presents  Target  

house  parent  Alyssa  Reeve  
to  assist  the  young  men  who  
live  there.  

  

  



Bob  and  Ruth  Allen  

Sharon  Auffenberg  

James  and  Julie  Backer  

Ted  and  Debbie  Ball  

Mary  Jo  Barbush-Weiss  

Tom  Bennett  

Marjorie  and  Bill  Bennett  

Gregory  &  Kathleen  Berchelmann  

Dr.  &  Mrs.  John  Berchelmann,  Sr  

Jan  and  Joe  Berchelmann  

Betty  C.  Berchelmann  

Ethel  Blue  

Richard  and  Dorothy  Blumm  

Noreen  Bourn  

Jim  Boyer  &  Betsy  Burtelow  

Bob  and  Katie  Brandenstein  

Audrey  Brattain  

Tammy  Bristoe  

Lucy  Burtelow  Brown  

John  and  Sally  Bukaty  

Scott  and  Kathy  Bumeter  

Rick  and  Donna  Bumeter  

Mary  J  Burtelow  

John  Moellering  &  Polly  Burtelow  

Elizabeth  Burtelow  

Jeanne  Carney  

Charles  Castro  

  

Shu  &  Teresita  Cheuk  

Jean  Coleman  

Monica  Combest  

Ed  and  Ann  Conroy  

Susan  and  David  Cort  

Bob  and  Becky  Courtney  

Elizabeth  Cross  

Kevin  and  Christina  Cross  

Dennis  and  Patty  Cross  

John  and  Meredith  Cross  

Jim  and  Judy  Dahlem  

Gayle  and  Delores  Day  

Gale  Dean  

Mr.  And  Mrs.  James  Degnan  

Julie  Demuth  

Richard  and  Donna  Demuth  

Doug  and  Sandi  Demuth  

Socrates  Dendrinelis  

Kenneth  DeNeal,  Sr.  

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Tim  Denny  

Mark  and  Margaret  DeYoung  

Tim  and  Katherine  Edwards  

Pixie  Etzkorn  

Terry  Fairbanks  

Dan  and  Marybeth  Foley  

Amy  Foristel  

Mary  George  

  

Mike  Grady  

Tom  Gregory  

Jane  Gumersell  

Kathy  Gumersell  

Tom  and  Maria  Halloran  

Claire  Halloran  

John  and  Suzie  Halloran  

June  and  Bill  Harper  

Paul  and  Kathleen  Hartwig  

Nathan  Haynes    
          and  Katharine  Driver  

Tim  and  Monica  Henkel  

Bill  and  Jill  Hohmeier  

Bob  Hopkins  and    
              Anne  Burtelow-Hopkins  

Murph  and  Nancy  Ivey  

Greg  &  Nana  Jones  

Northstar  Management  Company  

Joan  Kayton  

Paul  and  Donna  Kindl  

Paul  and  Maryann  Knag  

Friends  of  The  Primrose    
            Foundation  

Karen  Knodt  

Virginia  Kramer  

Becky  Kruse  

Arlene  Lamb  

Michael  &  Janet  Leigh  

  

Richard  and  Jackie  Lessmann  

Todd  P.  Lindley,  DDS  

Denise  Loseman  

Tracey  Lowell  

Timothy  Mallett  

Jennifer  Marquart  

Maryland  Heights    
          Kiwanis  Club  

Chris  and  Jean  Matteson  

Charles  Mayer  

Sarah  McCann  

Beth  Meyer  

Joseph  and  Patricia  Miano  

Helen  Miano  

Tim  Miano  

Pete  and  Gina  Mikel  

John  Missel  

John  and  Linda  Moser  

Paula  Moser  

Don  and  Diana  Mulick  

John  and  Nancy  Muller  

Joe  and  Thelma  Naert  

Margaret  Neall  

Aaron  &  Suzanne  Neunreiter  

Bruce  and  Carrie  Nilges  

Patrice  O'Connor  

Old  Newsboys  Day  

  

  

Robert  and  Christine  Olson  

The  Glass  Sippers  

Phil  and  Jennifer  Perone  

Philip  and  Diane  Perone  

Scott  and  Marianne  Prey  

Gary  Ray  

Michael  and  Sarah  Richmond  

Ethel  Ritter  

Linda  Ritterskamp  

Jacqueline  Schaefler  

Arthur  Schmidt  

Jerry  and  Pam  Schmidt  

Connie  Schobel  

Sandra  Schorr,  M.D.  

Maxine  Schultz  

Brian  and  Kirsten  Schultz  

Sandy  Schweihs  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Brenda  Seliga  

Mike  and  Ashley  Sholiton  

Steve  and  Pam  Spiros  

Robert  &  Christyne  Stoltman  

Anthony  and  Mary  Strande  

Barbara  Thach  

Joe  and  Karen  Thaman  

Kirk  Verseman  

Washington  University  School    
          of  Medicine,  Newborn    
          Medicine  Department  

Donald  and  Marianne  Weber  

Robert  and  Susan  Weintraub  

Larry  and  Debbie  Weiss  

Michelle  Wiese  

Scott  Wiles  and  Debra  Acton  

Mary  Ann  Wingbermuehle  

Bruce  and  Jan  Wroughton  

www.theprimrosefoundation.org  

On  behalf  of  the  children  we  serve,  thank  you  to  our  generous  friends  and  donors  
  

  
Thank You! 


